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SHIN DONG-HYUK moved in 2009 from South Korea to 
Southern California, where he worked with Liberty in North 
Korea (LINK), a human rights group. He later lived in Seattle, 
where this photo was taken in 2011. 





KIM JONG EUN, leader of North Korea, is Shin’s age. The 
little-known third and youngest son of Kim Jong Il first 
appeared before the world’s press in 2010. After his father’s 
death a year later, North Korean state media hailed him as 
“another leader sent from heaven.” 

KYODO VIA AP IMAGES 





After seventeen years in power, KIM JONG IL died of a heart 
attack іп 2011. The Dear Leader, who inherited his 
dictatorship from his father, suffered a stroke in 2008. He 
then began grooming his son Kim Jong Eun to take control. 
KOREAN CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY/KOREA NEWS SERVICE VIA 
AP IMAGES 





KIM IL SUNG was North Korea’s founding dictator and 
remains its Eternal President, despite his death in 1994. In 
this undated official photograph, he gives his famous “on 
the spot” guidance in the Grand People’s Study House, the 
country’s central library. 
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This hagiographic depiction of KIM JONG IL is опе of 
countless paintings, photographs, and statues of the “Dear 


Leader” that are prominently displayed—and carefully 
maintained—across North Korea. 








The cult of personality surrounding the Kim family began 
with the Great Leader, KIM IL SUNG, who was depicted in 
government propaganda as a loving father to his people. 
Although his leadership was brutal, his death in 1994 was 
deeply mourned. 





The teachers at Shin’s school in Camp 14 were uniformed 
guards who always carried pistols. Shin saw one of them 


beat a six-year-old classmate to death with a chalkboard 
pointer. 
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Children іп the camps scavenged constantly for food, eating 


rats, insects, and undigested kernels of corn they found in 
cow dung. 





Shin watched as his mother was hanged and his brother 
shot for planning to escape. 





After the discovery of his mother and brother’s escape plan, 
Shin was held for seven months in a secret underground 
prison inside Camp 14. He was thirteen years old. 





In the underground prison, guards tortured Shin over a coal 
fire, seeking to find out his role in the planned escape of his 
mother and brother. 





As punishment for dropping a sewing machine while working 
at a garment factory in the camp, guards used a knife to cut 
off Shin’s right middle finger at the first knuckle. 
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SHIN returns often to South Korea, where һе tries to raise 


awareness about the North’s labor camps. In this 2009 
photo, Shin walks in front of a temple in central Seoul. 
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The author conducted interviews with Shin in South Korea, 
Southern California, and Seattle, Washington. In this 2009 


photo, SHIN and HARDEN stand in front of a Louis Vuitton 
shop in Seoul. 





In Torrance, California, SHIN shared a residence with interns 
working at LINK, the human rights group. He liked the 
semichaotic camaraderie of group houses, where up to 
sixteen young people lived and ate together. 


LOWELL AND LINDA DYE of Columbus, Ohio, paid for Shin’s 
move from South Korea to California after reading a 


Washington Post story about his life. Shin calls them “Dad 
and Mom.” This 2009 photo was taken in New York City at a 
human rights event. 





SHIN’S adjustment to life outside Camp 14 has been halting. 
“1 ат evolving from being an animal,” he says. “But it is 
going very, very slowly. Sometimes | try to cry and laugh 
like other people, just to see if it feels like anything.” This 
2008 photo was taken in Seoul. 


